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In the Cheng Yuan period (785-804) there lived a man fay the
name of Chang. He was gentle by nature and handsome in appear-
ance, and he had a strong character which made it difficult for
others to corrupt him with improprieties. When by chance he
found himself in roistering company he was tolerant but aloof
and would never take part in the revelries which others present
were so eager for that they acted as if they should never again have
the chance. Because of this he had not at twenty-three yet enjoyed
the favors of a woman. When asked why he was so indifferent to
the beauty of women, he answered: "Men like Master Teng Tu1
are not true lovers of beauty; they are merely carnal. On the other
hand, I truly love beauty and it is only because I have not encoun-
tered a woman whom I consider really beautiful that I appear
indifferent to the charm of her sex. I know this to be true because
in everything else I am very susceptible to beauty and my mind
dwells on beautiful things that I happen to see. I know, therefore,
that I am not a completely cold person." This answer did not,
however, satisfy his questioners, who only sneered at him.
Not long afterwards Chang had occasion to visit Puchou, and
took lodgings in the Pu Chiu Temple about ten li east of the city.
It happened that the widow of a certain Tsui was returning to
Changan. She passed through Puchou on the way and was staying
at the same temple.
The widow of Tsui was born of the Cheng family and Chang's
1 Famous rake of the fourth century B.C,